148       A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDiNTA

The chief value of every method consists in producing a
feeling of dissatisfaction with it and it is a case of negation by
fulfilment. The ultimate fulfilment of all methods is
divinity itself,

Even Karma Yoga may directly and independently
generate this longing for the eternal life of Brahman. A
strong S'astraic tendency in favour of action is discernible
in the frequent allusions that are made to the example of
King Janaka, and in the ethical speculations seeking to justify
that life. Bhisma's attitude in the S'anti Parva seems to be,
on the whole, favourable to the direct value of niskdma
karma and consecrated service. The God of the Gzfa is
eternally interested in world* welfare. The Gzta philosophy of
action satisfies the contemplative and the active temperament.
In its negative Sankhyan aspect it is detatchment tromprakrfi
and the gunas born of prakrti. In its positive aspect karma
must be regarded as the worship of God who is the ultimate
subject of all action. Karma may be either construed as the
activity of prakrti or spiritualized as the worship of the
Supreme or Brahmarpanam. The essential nature of Karma
Yoga lies in karma being emptied of rajasic interest and the
motive is shifted from the little ego to the cosmic self which
ensouls it. Action thus performed is the adoration of God
and is an integral method of God-realization.

A new conception of Karma Yoga is gaining prestige
in India owing perhaps to the grafting of Western humani-
tarianism on the GUd teaching of lokasangraha. Service
to humanity is extolled as the central idea of the Gztd and
this ideal can be promoted only by the rejection of selfish
salvationism and quietism in favour of activism and
altruistic social service. The new type of sannyasin works
for world-welfare by giving up the ancient notion of